MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 (08-00) 

: Approved for use through 1 0/31/2002. 0MB 0651 -0031 

' * U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control 



^ oUDSiiiuic ror loiiii i^tt^oir m\j 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Date Submitted: February 1 1 . 2004 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known • ' O / >Sn^^ ^ 


Application Number 


10/697.000 ^' \ 


Filing Date 


10/31/2003 - fpif «A 


First Named Inventor 


Takeshi ISHIZU a ^ 1 1 ^ \£\ 


Group Art Unit 


3661 ^ ^SSBot ^ 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned jSf 


i§\\eei 1 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


023971-0312 ^*!<Q^.^,ci^ J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.'' 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 


Number 


Kind 
Code^ («f 
known) 




A1 


6.175.799 


B1 


TSUTSUMIETAL. 


01/16/2001 



































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines. 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




r\ui^^^ Kind Code* 
Office Number .i,,.^^ ^\ 
{if known) 




A2 


DE 


199 19 888 


A1 


NISSAN MOTOR CO.. 
LTD. 


11/11/1999 




Abst. 




A3 


EP 


0 798 150 


A2 


JAGUAR CARS LIMITED 


10/01/1997 















































































NGN PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials'^ 


Cite 
No.^ 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
itenfi (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.) date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 

publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T^ 



























[ 



Examiner 
Signature 



J, Louis- Jf^cQuS 



Date 

Considered 



^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^ Unique citation designation numt}er. ^See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-ietter code (WlPO 
Standard ST.3). *For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
^Ktnd of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. "Applicant is to place a checK mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time wilt vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Infbrmation OfTioer. U.S. Patent and Trademark OfHce. PO Box 1450. 
Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. PO Box 1450. 
Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450. 



MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 (08-00) 

* Approved for use through 1 0/31/2002. OMB 0651 -0031 

M ^ « ^ x.««. . U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork ReducUon Ad of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control 

number. 



Substitute for fomrt 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Date Submitted: OCT 3 1 2G03 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 
Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



yngf 2003 



Takeshi ISHIZU 



Unassigned 



Unassigned 



\Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



023971-0312 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No."" 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

^^^^So^%p|^5r^ 


Number 


Kind 
Code^ {if 
known) 


la 


A1 


5.540.299 




TOHDAETAL. 


07/30/1996 
















































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 

A2 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 

NISSAN MOTOR 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 




Offic 
JP 


e^ Number^ 
11-314537 


ode^ 

wn) 

A 




A3 


JP 


2000-043609 


A 


MAZDA MOTOR CORP. 


11/16/1999 
02/15/2000 















































NGN PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No."* 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc) date, page(s), volumerissue number(s), 

publisher, city and/or country where published. 





















































Examiner 
Signature 



J, Louis- JfiiC^ue^ 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in oonfbnnance with MPEP 609. Draw line throi^hdtatloninJotir^^ 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicanL 

• Unique citation designation numljer. 'See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO 
standard ST. 3), For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 
Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document undar WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. "AppUcant Is to place a check maik here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This fomi is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time wUI vaiy depending upon the needs of the Individual case Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Inlbimation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademaik Office. PC Box 1 450 
Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS tO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner fbr Patents PO Box 1450 
Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450. ' * 



